Funeral and Burial Benefits

Administered by Office of Policy, Training, and Program Development

What is the purpose of this program?

The program pays for the funeral and burial expenses when a person's resources and all other sources of payment are less than the DHS standard payment rates. 
Who can receive these services?

The Department pays the funeral and burial expenses of a person who at the time of death was receiving any of the following kinds of assistance: 

· Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Cash 

· Aid to the Aged, Blind, or Disabled (AABD) Cash 

· KidCare Assist 

· Parent/KidCare Assist 

· KidCare Moms & Babies 

· Family Assist 

· AABD Medical 

· General Assistance 

· Foster Care/Adoption Care or 

· who would have qualified for: 

· KidCare Assist 

· Parent/KidCare Assist 

· KidCare Moms & Babies 

· Family Assist 

· AABD Medical 

The Department pays funeral and burial expenses on two types of claims:

· vendor claim (submitted by a funeral home or cemetery), and 

· reimbursement claim (submitted by a person who is not legally responsible for the deceased and who has paid an amount equal to or more than the amount of the claim). 

The maximum amount that DHS pays is:

· $1,073 for a funeral 

· $537 for a burial 

A person who is not legally responsible for the deceased may contribute to:

· the cost of the casket, urn, or vault; or 

· the cost of additional expenses or merchandise that are not required to be provided with the Department's payment. 

How are the services provided?

Applications for funeral and burial expenses can be made at the local DHS office.
For more information...

Contact the DHS Help Line:

1 800 843-6154
1 800 447-6404 (TTY)
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