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Childhood vaccines do not cause sudden infant death syndrome, a study has concluded. 

The report, released on Wednesday by the Institute of Medicine, an advisory group to the National Academy of Sciences, found no link between unexplained infant deaths and either new or old vaccines, and it recommended no change in the childhood vaccine schedule. 

In their first year of life, children are usually vaccinated against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis B, polio, pneumococcal bacteria and haemophilus influenza. Unexplained infant deaths also occur in this time, but that is a coincidence, the committee concluded after a study of epidemiological reports on infant deaths. 

''A kid may get a shot and then be found dead in bed later, and though it's a tragedy, the literature doesn't bear out that there's a relationship,'' said Dr. Marie McCormick, a professor of maternal and child health at Harvard who was chairwoman of the panel that conducted the study. 

In 1997, the whooping cough vaccine, which sent some babies into anaphylactic shock, was replaced by a safer version. The committee found no link between the old vaccine and sudden infant deaths. It found too little data on the newer vaccine to draw conclusions, but because the new vaccine causes fewer side effects, the committee found no reason to suspect a link. 

Groups questioning the safety of vaccines have theorized that the multiple shots may cause sudden deaths in genetically susceptible children, and they have asked for more research. 

Barbara Loe Fisher, co-chairwoman of the National Vaccine Information Center, an advocacy group that questions the safety of vaccines, said the report showed only that there had not been enough research, particularly on whooping cough vaccines. 

The infant death rate has declined in the last decade, to 6.9 per 1,000 live births in 2000 from 9.2 in 1990. 

